August 26, 1978 
Stevens Point, Wi. 

Harold Weisberg 
RR. 12 

FrederickmMaryland 

21701 

Dear Harold: 

Your recent letters have arrived and have been thoroughly 
read, including the clippings and random extra zeroxed documents/ 

The manuscript of 2052-73 is finished and I await another 
decision from the Foundation on sending out the copy to the 
Banta printers. They worked like molas/ess and know less, it 
seems, about the way the world runs, but sooner or later... 

George Leopold is back at school in a different capacity. 

It seems his attempt to enter law school was crushed by a 
variety of circumstances, most of them beyond his control-- 
financial arrangements, preparation from a poor poly-sci 
department here, past non-scholalry approaches, late 
movement into the serious field, etc. But also the law. 
prep session at Drake turned out to be a legal pip-off in 
the most me/f^ajLngful Shan turn one could give to that phrase, 
approximately 250 students all summer, 15 accepted. The dorms 
were paid for that interim, the professors earned bread, etc. 

George took DeLSioyd's place and is now my CETA worker. This 
will give him a respite and some time to pull his thoughts together 
before searching for the increasingly difficult— to-find jobs. 

Of course, the dedicated zeal of the converted is not to be 
downgraded in terms of his becoming firmly rooted in JFK subject 
matter. 

I have given some thought to the question of your appearing 
on the radio/TV with regards to a commentator-sub ject. expert 
and I assume this means PBSJ your letter gave some slight 
suggestion it might also be Freedberger' s talk show. 

To my mind you should appear and comment, for the following 
reasons: 

1- The format is different from any you have previously been 
engaged with — a longer period of time , langer than most in terms 
of the daily hours (ie. not a 30 minute or 2 hour. show) . Being 
spread out over several days and on an extended, intense basis 
gives you an opportunity to utilize your strengths and contribute 
in a meaningful way. These AIBers and regulai^Zcommentators/ 
radio people do not have the depth, knowledge, claiity of insight, 
to match you. You will fumble in the public's mind,, perhaps, for 
the first few minutes, but slowly build up among the informed 
a critical insight. 

2.- You have back up people — JHL, HR, — to swing into the 
commentary via late spots, phone interviews, etc., rebuttal to 
the AIBers and HAC from a position (or perspective or backgraund/ 
different from yours. This enhanees your position. And if you 
do do it, get details on how to, if possible, utilize these 
backups. 
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3 . Your subject matter mastery is of such a different 
level than the others the format will permit you to prevail 
in areas where they are dense or wrong or astounded. After 
several hours you will begin to grow on the PBS staff and 
upon the audience and will prevail. 

I think it is necessary to enter the lists once more. 

This from the perspective of the many years where you have 
been engaged in the battles and have drawn from them a certain 
spirit — I gu^ess I am saying a fire horse needs a fire. 

Also these young AIBers need the sobering experin^c of working 
with you. I think you can w > develop a formula of phraseology 
to employ when handling them so that what seems to be sour 
grapes comments or negative comments turn out to be after awhile 
critical rebuttals with no personal slander or what the hell 
they might find in them intended. Gradually the tendency to 
be sulky and offended when the great mmnds of these AIBers 
are criticised will faiix slough off. You have in the past 
handled the Ray family and many others in a manner to 
contribute to a positive understanding of the essential picture 
you were trying to develop. I believe thB audience is composed 
of sane(" essentially) and common people. 

5. These young snots are getting their credentials developed 
by the PBS crew and if you do not get in now and wallow with 
theim,you will have to wallow with them in a later^ •in^a' 

more auk crazy situation as per TY specials spreading silliness, 
moiies, books they might (aix ah! will) promote. Blight 
the acorn the oak won’t grow, 
ed 

6. I appear/locally on several radio spots and got 
far reaching coverage over Central Wisconsin. I am 
surprised at the number of people who have stopped me and 
thanked me for my observations. I said of course basically 
what you and St. James have said but with a Kronian twist or 
two for local past observations. Over the air the people 
will listen sanely and this must not be overlooked. 

7. Is it not possible for you to work out an angle or two 
where HR or JHL could re-inforce any policy point or approach 
to position you might take that would draw the personal ire 
aaq away from the situation and show the PBSers and AIBers that 
HW is not thaxinhahiiantxaf unique, but representative of a 
far larger current of sanity running in USA. Also can you not^ 
if physical difficulties might intrude? arrange for five minute' 
hourly commentaries or wrap up observations between witnesses 
etc .? 




